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The KPMG team regularly monitors recentdevelopments across the globe in the
Immigration space and publishesthem as Immigration News Highlights. Please find
the key developments thatoccurred over the lastweek enumerated below. Click
hereto find all issues of the Immigration News Highlights on the GMS Flash
Alert: Immigration page.

Americas

Canada

Canada expands Francophone mobility program to attract French-speaking immigrants

The Governmentof Canada has announced thatthe Francophone Mobility Programme will be
extended foratwo-yearterm. The Francophone Mobility Programme, which was introducedin
2016, enables a Canadian employerto extend a job offerto a qualified applicantwho possesses
a faircommand of French for all National Occupation Classifications, exceptfor positionsin
primary agriculture.

Read More
United States
US Green Card eligibility criteria eased
The Government of United States has announced a relaxation of the green card eligibility criteria,

allowing those awaitinggreen cards to work and remain in the United States.

Read More

United States


https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/flash-alert-immigration.html
https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/flash-alert-immigration.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri/migrate/canada-expands-francophone-mobility-program-to-attract-french-speaking-immigrants/articleshow/101083962.cms
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/us-green-card-eligibility-criteria-eased-providing-relief-to-thousands-of-indian-technology-professionals-11687047969410.html

USCIS provides guidance on employment authorization documents based on compelling
circumstances

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services announced policy guidance based on the regulatory
requirementsin 8 CFR 204.5 on the eligibility requirements for firstand renewal applications for
employmentauthorization documents (EADS).

Read More

¥ a4l AsiaPacific

Kuwait
Kuwait, Japan takes first step towards waiving entry visas

The Governments of Kuwaitand Japan reachedan agreementon relinquishing entry visa
requirements for diplomatic and official passportholdersin the two nations. The agreementwill
be in effect90 days since it has beenimplemented.

Read More

Malaysia
Malaysia revamps visa process to draw skilled workers

The Governmentof Malaysiais implementing a new system thatwill make itsimpler for
businessesto apply forwork visas to recruitforeign experts to the nation's main sectors and
strengthen its post-pandemic economy.

Read More

Thailand
Thailand to shorten entry visa approval for Chinese tourists to less than 7 days

The Governmentof Thailandannounced thatitwill only take less than sevento approve Chinese
visitors' entrance visas to Thailand. Working with Thailand's embassies and consulatesin China,
the Consular Departmentof the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will streamline the entrance visa
approval process to ensure that Chinese visitors may getentry visas within a week.

Read More

Europe and Africa

Bulgaria



https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/uscis-provides-guidance-on-employment-authorization-documents-based-on-compelling-circumstances
https://www.kuwaittimes.com/kuwait-japan-take-first-step-towards-waiving-entry-visas/
https://newspeakonline.com/malaysia-revamps-visa-process-to-draw-skilled-workers/
http://www.ecns.cn/cns-wire/2023-06-19/detail-ihcqnqaq5150672.shtml

Bulgaria introduces new regulations for golden visa program

The Governmentof Bulgariahasintroduced new regulations for its Golden Visa programme
because of the conclusion of its Citizenship by Investmentprogramme in 2021. In April 2023, the
Bulgarian government passed amendments to the Aliens Act that established the framework for
foreign investors to acquire residence in Bulgaria through investment.

Read More

European Union
EU Parliament & Council agree to make Schengen visa applicationprocedures completely online

The Parliamentand the Council of the European Union have decided on rulesto digitalize the
processes for Schengen visas. The Council claims thatthe primary goal of this planisto improve
efficiency and streamline the visa application process. The EU authorities also hope to increase
security withinthe Schengen Area by enacting new regulations.

Read More

Finland
Finland’s new governmentintroduces reforms in immigration and social security policies

The new coalition government of Finland has announced plans to tighten down on immigration.
The far-rightoversees the interior ministry. The plansinclude reduction in differentiation in social
security and benefits, new requirements for permanentresidency, incomethreshold for residency
permits, notification requirements for employers, and others.

Read More

Germany
Germany to pass immigration reform law this week

The Governmentof Germany has announced thatit is set to approve a bill making itsimpler for
qualified people, particularly those from outside the European Union, to immigrate after the
cabinetreached an agreement.

Read More

Hungary
Hungary opens doors to guestworkers with new employment legislation

The Ministry of Trade and Industry of Hungary announced thatworkers from nations outside the
European Economic Area can now lawfully remain in Hungary for periods longer than 90 days.
However, to be eligible, these employees must have legitimate travel credentials, be able to
supportthemselves, have a verifiable address, and meet security criteria.

Read More

Switzerland

Switzerland & United Kingdom sign agreementon mutual recognition of professional
gualifications


https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/bulgaria-introduces-new-regulations-for-golden-visa-program/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/eu-parliament-council-agree-to-make-schengen-visa-application-procedures-completely-online/
https://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/politics/23756-finland-s-new-government-introduces-reforms-in-immigration-and-social-security-policies.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri/migrate/germany-to-pass-immigration-reform-law-this-week/articleshow/101106355.cms?from=mdr
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/hungary-opens-doors-to-guest-workers-with-new-employment-legislation/

The Swiss governmenthas announced that Switzerland and the United Kingdom have signheda
contract on the mutual recognition of professional qualifications. According to the Swiss
government, the agreementbetween Switzerland and the UK benefits businesses and grants
accessto employeesin both nations.

Read More
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