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Editor’s note 

This note is produced every Friday by the KPMG Center for Healthcare 
Regulatory Insight and is intended to be short and succinct, no more than 
360 words, to provide a digestible bite of healthcare and life sciences news 
from the past week. Please share this email with colleagues and other 
interested individuals, and encourage them to subscribe to our mailing list 
here. 

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please reply to 
this email with any comments or requests. 

 

  
 

 

Healthcare regulatory news 

CMS proposed 2025 Medicare Advantage (MA) and Part D reforms, 
including redefining “compensation” to set a clear, fixed amount that 
agents/brokers can be paid, increasing prior authorization/utilization 
management oversight, updating behavioral health network adequacy 
standards, and allowing plans to substitute biologics with non-
interchangeable biosimilars without requiring CMS approval. 
 
FDA approved Eli Lilly’s type 2 diabetes drug Mounjaro to treat obesity 
under the name Zepbound. 
 
CMS added a “birthing-friendly” designation to its Care Compare online 
tool. 
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Healthcare law and policy news 

President Biden announced 1.6M individuals signed up for ACA 
marketplace coverage in the first week of open enrollment, up 50% from 
last year. 
 
The Senate confirmed (62-36) Monica Bertagnolli as NIH Director. 
 
FTC is challenging more than 100 patents, implicating 17 brand-name drug 
products from 10 manufacturers, for improper/inaccurate Orange Book 
listings… A federal district court ruled HRSA exceeded its authority by 
using a narrow interpretation of a “patient” to limit access to 340B drug 
discounts. 
 
Surescripts acquired ActiveRADAR… Virgin Pulse and HealthComp 
completed their merger… Amazon will begin offering discounted One 
Medical memberships to Prime subscribers. 
 
MedPAC estimated that MA plans were paid $65.4B and $50.8B more than 
fee-for-service levels in 2020 and 2021, respectively, due to favorable 
selection and coding differences. 
 
Leapfrog Group reported approximately 85% of hospitals have improved 
performance on at least one of three common infections after significant 
increases during the pandemic; however, patient experience worsened for 
the second straight year… An ICER analysis concluded most large health 
plan formularies studied provide “fair access” to 18 treatments for several 
serious diseases, although transparent coverage information is often 
lacking… An AAFP study found increased adoption of value-based 
payment models decreased burnout among family physicians… AMA 
reported 57.8% of physician practices belonged to an ACO in 2022, up 
from 2016 (44%). 
 
Moody’s upgraded the 2024 nonprofit hospital sector financial outlook from 
“negative” to “stable.” 
 
Senate Finance Committee unanimously advanced a bill to partially 
mitigate Medicare physician payment cuts, eliminate 2024/2025 DHS cuts, 
extend Advanced APM bonuses through 2024, reform PBM practices, 
increase mental health access, and extend expiring Medicare/Medicaid 
provisions… A group of House Democrats urged CMS to increase 
oversight of MA insurers’ use of AI and algorithms to make coverage 
decisions. 
  

 

  

 

Questions or comments, please send 
to us-hclspractice@kpmg.com. 

  

https://twitter.com/POTUS/status/1722669585084666046
https://twitter.com/POTUS/status/1722669585084666046
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/11/07/senate-nih-director-monica-bertagnolli-00125803
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/11/ftc-challenges-more-100-patents-improperly-listed-fdas-orange-book
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/warning-letters/81927
https://www.340bhealth.org/files/Order_-_Genesis.pdf
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/court-guts-340b-program-patient-1626440/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/court-guts-340b-program-patient-1626440/
https://surescripts.com/press-releases/surescripts-acquires-ActiveRADAR-to-offer-therapeutic-alternatives-for-prescriptions
https://www.virginpulse.com/press-releases/virgin-pulse-and-healthcomp-complete-merger/
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/retail/one-medical-amazon-prime-benefit
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/retail/one-medical-amazon-prime-benefit
https://www.medpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MA-selection-MedPAC-11.23.pdf
https://www.medpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MA-selection-MedPAC-11.23.pdf
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-hospital-safety-grades-from-the-leapfrog-group-find-improved-infection-rates-following-major-spike-during-covid-19-pandemic-301978108.html
https://icer.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Barriers-to-Fair-Access-Final-Report-110323.pdf
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2023/insurers-fair-access-prescription-drugs
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2023/insurers-fair-access-prescription-drugs
https://www.hcinnovationgroup.com/policy-value-based-care/practice-management/news/53076264/aafp-study-ties-valuebased-payment-to-reduced-physician-burnout
https://www.hcinnovationgroup.com/policy-value-based-care/practice-management/news/53076264/aafp-study-ties-valuebased-payment-to-reduced-physician-burnout
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2022-prp-payment-and-delivery.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=281714156&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kB3U5dti9OzbAe_rcFHBtQLSwYGQ18TVaI3SluFwv6UN2yzX31FefQ2N7f6ddJWaY8VhszYdP08_qChrsgqztUhPCKA&utm_content=281714156&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/nonprofit-hospital-sector-stabilize-2024-amid-rising-reimbursement-volumes-moodys?
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-crapo-applaud-committee-passage-of-legislation-to-improve-mental-health-care-lower-drug-costs-and-extend-essential-medicaid-and-medicare-programs
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/combined_description_of_the_chairmans_mark_and_certain_provisions_of_the_modernizing_and_ensuring_pbm_accountability_mepa_act.pdf?source=email
https://chu.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/chu.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/chu-nadler-ma-ai-oversight-letter-11.3.2023.pdf
mailto:us-hclspractice@kpmg.com?subject=Questions%20or%20comments:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20%0ahealthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less


  
kpmg.com/socialmedia 

          

  
 

  
 

  

  
 

  
Privacy | Legal 

You have received this message from KPMG LLP. If you wish to unsubscribe from Around the 
world of U.S. healthcare in 360 words or less, please click here. If you wish to unsubscribe from 
all KPMG communications, please click here. 

KPMG LLP, 3 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale, NJ 07645 

© 2023 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and a member firm of the KPMG 
global organization of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a 
private English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved. NDP295619-1E 

The KPMG name and logo are trademarks used under license by the independent member 
firms of the KPMG global organization. 
  

  

 

http://www.kpmg.com/socialmedia
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/privacy.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/onlinedisclaimer.aspx
mailto:us-optout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
mailto:us-optout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20All%20Correspondence%20-%20Origin:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
http://twitter.com/KPMG_US
http://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg-us
http://www.facebook.com/KPMGUS/
http://www.instagram.com/kpmgus/
http://www.youtube.com/user/KPMGMediaChannel

