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Editor’s note 

This note is produced every Friday by the KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory Insight and is 

intended to be short and succinct, no more than 360 words, to provide a digestible bite of 

healthcare and life sciences news from the past week. Please share this email with colleagues and 

other interested individuals, and encourage them to subscribe to our mailing list here. 

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please reply here to me, Larry Kocot, 

principal and national leader, KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory Insight or simply reply to this 

email with any comments or requests. 
 

 › Subscribe here  

Special Supplement: COVID-19 News 

In light of the continuing daily volume of COVID-19 activity and news, we have summarized COVID-
19 news for the week in this special supplement.  
 
Beginning next week we will discontinue the special supplement and summarize COVID-19 news 
for the week in a special section within the body of ATW 360. 

  

 

 

Healthcare regulatory news 

An FDA final rule allows sale of over-the-counter hearing aids as soon as mid-October. 
 
FDA approved the first cell-based gene therapy for beta thalassemia, bluebird bio’s Zynteglo 
($2.8M/patient). 
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CDC Director Rochelle Walensky announced an “ambitious” overhaul of the agency’s 
structure/operations, including improving the speed/quality of communication of information to the 
public.  
 
CMS proposed mandatory Medicaid/CHIP quality reporting… CMS announced actions to 
strengthen/expand healthcare access for children… CMS approved 12-month postpartum 
Medicaid/CHIP coverage in Hawaii, Maryland, and Ohio… CMS will allow states flexibility to adjust 
final ACA rates due to the IRA… CMS will no longer require provider certificate of medical necessity 
and DME information forms starting in 2023.  
 
Citing a forthcoming study finding hospitals increased prices 39%-51% following repeal/expiration of 
certificates of public advantage (COPAs), FTC warned states to avoid COPA legislation aiming to 
exempt hospital mergers from antitrust challenges. 
 
OIG found just 35 of 72 NIH-funded clinical trials in 2019/2020 reported timely results per federal 
requirements, and recommended NIH improve procedures/enforcement.  
 
The White House announced new actions to combat monkeypox.  

 

 

Healthcare law and policy news 

President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law and touted its impacts. 
 
Endo International filed for bankruptcy due to opioid lawsuits… A federal judge ordered CVS, 
Walgreens, and Walmart to pay two Ohio counties $650.5M for contributing to the opioid epidemic.  
 
Humana will acquire Inclusa… Merck will develop mRNA-based vaccines/therapies with Orna 
Therapeutics ($3.75B investment)… Mount Sinai and Regeneron plan to sequence/study 1M 
patients’ genomes… Brainstorm Cell Therapeutics will seek FDA approval of its ALS treatment 
despite past agency opposition. 
 
NextGen Healthcare intends to become a qualified health information network under TEFCA. 
 
The Joint Commission will add health equity accreditation standards January 1. 
 
A JAMA study found only 20 of 63 NCI-designated cancer centers were fully compliant with federal 
price transparency requirements. 
 
HRSA data show prescription drug purchases through the 340B program reached $43.9B in 2021, 
up 15.6% from 2021… A Reuters’ analysis found the median price of 13 FDA-approved novel 
chronic disease drugs in 2022 is $257,000, up from $180,000 for 30 drugs in the first half of 2021. 
 
ONC reported just 12% of office-based physicians electronically exchanged health information with 
public health authorities in 2019. 

  

https://www.statnews.com/2022/08/17/cdc-ambitious-overhaul-covid-missteps/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/08/17/cdc-agency-overhaul-covid-19-response-00052384
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2022-17810/medicaid-program-and-chip-mandatory-medicaid-and-childrens-health-insurance-program-core-set
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-releases-proposed-rule-improve-medicaid-chip-quality-reporting-across-states
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/american-families-prepare-back-school-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-access-high-quality
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/american-families-prepare-back-school-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-access-high-quality
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hhs-approves-12-month-extension-postpartum-medicaid-and-chip-coverage-hawaii-maryland-and-ohio
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hhs-approves-12-month-extension-postpartum-medicaid-and-chip-coverage-hawaii-maryland-and-ohio
https://insidehealthpolicy.com/daily-news/cms-gives-states-more-time-finalize-rates-due-ira
https://insidehealthpolicy.com/daily-news/cms-gives-states-more-time-finalize-rates-due-ira
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/news-alert/cms-discontinuing-use-certificates-medical-necessity-and-durable-medical-equipment-information-forms
https://www.statnews.com/2022/08/17/hospital-mergers-copas-study/
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/COPA_Policy_Paper.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/Key_COPA_Facts.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/08/ftc-policy-paper-warns-about-pitfalls-copa-agreements-patient-care-healthcare-workers
https://oig.hhs.gov/oas/reports/region6/62107000.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/18/fact-sheet-white-house-announces-new-actions-to-combat-monkeypox-outbreak/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/inflation-reduction-act-becomes-law-will-impact-health-care-rcna43090
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr5376/BILLS-117hr5376enr.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/15/by-the-numbers-the-inflation-reduction-act/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/endo-international-files-for-bankruptcy-to-weather-opioid-lawsuits-11660730243
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cvs-walgreens-and-walmart-ordered-to-pay-650-million-to-ohio-counties-in-opioid-case-11660767960
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cvs-walgreens-and-walmart-ordered-to-pay-650-million-to-ohio-counties-in-opioid-case-11660767960
https://humana.gcs-web.com/news-releases/news-release-details/humana-expand-medicaid-services-wisconsin-acquisition-inclusa
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-orna-therapeutics-collaborate-to-advance-ornas-next-generation-of-rna-technology/
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/961712
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/961712
https://www.statnews.com/2022/08/15/brainstorm-to-seek-fda-approval-for-als-stem-cell-treatment-despite-agency-objections/
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/cellular-gene-therapy-products/update-amyotrophic-lateral-sclerosis-als-product-development
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20220815005494/en/NextGen-Healthcare-Announces-Intention-to-Become-a-Qualified-Health-Information-Network
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/providers/joint-commission-add-health-equity-standards-accreditations
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/fullarticle/2795113
https://drugchannelsinstitute.com/files/HRSA-340B_Sales_by_entity_type_2015-2021-August2022.pdf
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2022/08/15/340b-pharmacies-hhs-astrazeneca-sanofi-lilly-pfizer-merck-gsk-novartis-abbvie/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/newly-launched-us-drugs-head-toward-record-high-prices-2022-2022-08-15/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2792986
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/Public_Health_Reporting_Capabilities_Among_Office-Based_Physicians.pdf


  

Questions or comments, please send to  
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COVID-19 by the Numbers 
Over 93.3 million COVID-19 cases have been documented in the US, with the death toll of approximately 
1.039 million… As of August 17, 2022, the current 7-day moving average of daily new cases 95,652 
decreased 9.9% compared with the previous week’s 7-day moving average (106,115); the current 7-day 
moving average of new deaths (394) has decreased 10.6% compared with the previous week’s 7-day 
moving average (441)... The 7-day moving average of hospitalizations with a confirmed case of COVID-19 
was 5,845 for the week ending August 15, down 3.5% from the previous week.  
 
As of August 13, the BA.5 variant accounted for 88.8% of COVID-19 cases, up from 87.1% the previous 
week. 
 
More than 12.5 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses have been administered across 184 countries… Over 606 
million COVID-19 vaccine doses have been administered in the US… Approximately 262.3 million 
Americans (approximately 83.7% of Americans 5 and older) have received at least one COVID-19 vaccine 
dose; over 223.6 million Americans are fully vaccinated (71.5% of Americans 5 and older); over 108.2 
million Americans have received a booster or additional dose (just 48.4% of those fully vaccinated)… 
Approximately 941,750 children under age 5 have received at least one vaccine dose, out of nearly 20 
million eligible recipients.  
 
Executive and Administrative Action 
HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra did not provide 60-days’ notice that the COVID-19 public health 
emergency (PHE) would end October 13, suggesting that it will be extended again. 
 
The Biden Administration plans to stop paying for COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, eventually 
transitioning to commercial distribution with costs being passed to insurers and consumers. A planning 
session for the transition, which will take months, is scheduled for August 30.  
 
CMS released resources, including provider-type-specific fact sheets on current applicable waivers and 
other flexibilities, to help providers prepare for the end of the PHE. 
 
CDC will retake control of COVID-19 hospital data, with hospitals resuming reporting to the CDC in mid-
December as the federal government’s contract with TeleTracking Technologies expires December 31. 
 
Healthcare Law, Business, and Policy News 
A study found people infected with Alpha, Delta, and Omicron COVID-19 variants expel higher amounts 
of the virus than those infected with other variants.  
 
A Lancet study found people who have had COVID-19 are at increased risk of neurological and 
psychiatric conditions (e.g., brain fog, psychosis, and dementia) up to two years after infection.  
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Surveillance, Testing, and Treatment 
White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator, Ashish Jha, said next-generation, bivalent COVID-19 
vaccines that offer protection from multiple virus variants will likely be available in September.  
 
The UK became the first country to approve Moderna’s revamped bivalent COVID-19 vaccine targeting 
the Omicron variant as a booster shot. 
 
Novavax is seeking FDA authorization for use of its COVID-19 vaccine as a booster dose in people who 
have either received its shot or a different vaccine.  
 
STAT reported that Eli Lilly is charging $2,100 for each dose of its COVID-19 monoclonal antibody 
treatment bebtelovimab on the commercial market, up from approximately $1,800/dose it charged the 
federal government; HHS ASPR indicates providers can bill Medicare $2,394/treatment.  
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