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Editor’s note 
 
In observance of the holiday, we will not publish on Friday, November 
26th.  However, we want to take this opportunity to provide a short 
update and extend our best wishes for a healthy and Happy 
Thanksgiving 

We welcome your feedback. Let us know if KPMG can help. Please reply 
here to me, Larry Kocot, principal and national leader, KPMG Center for 
Healthcare Regulatory Insight or simply reply to this email with any 
comments or requests. 

 

 

  
 

 

Healthcare regulatory news 
 

An IRS proposed rule specifies that Medicaid coverage limited to 
COVID-19 testing and diagnostic services provided under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act does meet the definition of ACA 
“minimum essential coverage.”  
 
FDA approved the first treatment for the most common cause of 
dwarfism. 
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Healthcare law and policy news 
 

 
The House passed the Democrats’ $1.7T social spending bill, which 
includes several healthcare provisions; passage by the Senate is 
uncertain.  
 
A JAMA study found uneven performance by states on ensuring access 
to opioid use disorder treatment during the pandemic. 
 
Bain and Hellman & Friedman acquired Athenahealth ($17B)… Bain 
Capital purchased a majority stake in InnovaCare… A pair of European 
investment groups are considering a joint offer to purchase Novartis’ 
generics business, Sandoz.  
 
 

 

  
 
COVID-19 News  

Following FDA authorization, CDC expanded eligibility for COVID-19 
booster doses of Pfizer-BioNTech’s and Moderna’s vaccines to all adults 
age 18 and older at least six months after receiving a second dose. 
 
Pfizer and BioNTech reported that their COVID-19 vaccine was 100% 
effective at preventing infections in adolescents ages 12 to 15 within four 
months of a second dose, with no serious safety concerns after six months. 
 
The White House reported that over 90% of federal employees have 
received a COVID-19 vaccine dose; as a result of approved exceptions, 
95% are compliant with the Administration’s vaccine requirements. 
 
Vice President Kamala Harris announced $1.5B in federal funding to 
address health workforce equity during and after the pandemic. 
 
Two-thirds of Americans plan to celebrate Thanksgiving with friends/family 
outside of their immediate household, regardless of vaccination status.  
 
Anthony Fauci, the President’s Chief Medical Advisor, said that fully 
vaccinated families do not need to wear masks during holiday celebrations. 
 

 

  

 

Questions or comments, please send to us-
hcinsight@kpmg.com. 

  

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/11/19/democrats-social-spending-bill-passes-house-523026
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/11/19/health-care-biden-spending-bill/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/18/briefing/biden-health-care-spending-bill.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2786441
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20211122006187/en/athenahealth-Healthcare-Technology-Leader-to-be-Acquired-by-Hellman-Friedman-and-Bain-Capital-for-17-Billion
https://www.baincapital.com/news/innovacare-health-value-based-healthcare-leader-announces-majority-investment-bain-capital
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/eqt-biontech-investor-family-consider-sandoz-bid-handelsblatt-2021-11-19/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/eqt-biontech-investor-family-consider-sandoz-bid-handelsblatt-2021-11-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1119-booster-shots.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1119-booster-shots.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1119-booster-shots.html
https://www.statnews.com/2021/11/22/pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-was-100-effective-in-in-kids-in-longer-term-study/
https://www.statnews.com/2021/11/22/pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-was-100-effective-in-in-kids-in-longer-term-study/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/22/covid-vaccine-mandate-more-than-90percent-of-federal-workers-have-received-at-least-one-dose.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/22/covid-vaccine-mandate-more-than-90percent-of-federal-workers-have-received-at-least-one-dose.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/22/vice-president-harris-announces-historic-funding-to-bolster-equitable-health-care-during-pandemic-and-beyond/
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/axios-ipsos-coronavirus-index
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/axios-ipsos-coronavirus-index
https://transcripts.cnn.com/show/sotu/date/2021-11-21/segment/01
https://transcripts.cnn.com/show/sotu/date/2021-11-21/segment/01
mailto:us-hcinsight@kpmg.com?subject=Question/Comment:%20Center%20for%20Healthcare%20Regulatory%20Insight
mailto:us-hcinsight@kpmg.com?subject=Question/Comment:%20Center%20for%20Healthcare%20Regulatory%20Insight


 

 

 
kpmg.com/socialmedia 

          

    
  

 

 

 
Privacy | Legal 

You have received this message from KPMG LLP. If you wish to unsubscribe from Around the 
world of U.S. healthcare in 360 words or less, please click here. If you wish to unsubscribe from 
all KPMG communications, please click here. 

KPMG LLP, 3 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale, NJ 07645 

© 2021 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and a member firm of the KPMG 
global organization of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a 
private English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved. NDP131714-1A 

The KPMG name and logo are trademarks used under license by the independent member 
firms of the KPMG global organization. 
  

  

 

http://www.kpmg.com/socialmedia
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/privacy.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/onlinedisclaimer.aspx
mailto:us-mktnatlmisoptout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20%7bcampaign%20name%7d
mailto:us-mktnatlmisoptout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20All%20Correspondence%20-%20Origin:%20%7bcampaign%20name%7d
https://www.kpmg.us/insights/2020/covid-19-resilience-readiness.html?utm_source=emailbanner&utm_medium=email&mid=m-0000XXXX&utm_campaign=c-000XXXX&cid=c-000XXXX
http://twitter.com/KPMG_US
http://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg-us
http://www.facebook.com/KPMGUS/
http://www.instagram.com/kpmgus/
http://www.youtube.com/user/KPMGMediaChannel

