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SALT Alert! 2018-16: New Jersey: Amnesty Program to Run from 
November 15, 2018 through January 15, 2019  
The New Jersey Division of Taxation has announced the dates of the Tax 
Amnesty Program authorized by legislation enacted earlier this year. The 
program, which began on November 15, 2018, ends on January 15, 
2019.  Any taxpayer that has failed to pay any qualifying state tax that is due 
may pay the full amount of tax owed and half the interest that is due as of 
November 1, 2018 without being required to pay any remaining interest as 
well as any penalties and fees relating to the unpaid tax (e.g., late payment 
penalties, late filing penalties, cost of collection fees, or recovery fees). Any 
penalties that are owed due to civil fraud or criminal conduct, however, are 
not waived. Amnesty is available for all unpaid liabilities, both known and 
unknown, for taxes administered by the Division of Taxation that were due 
on or after February 1, 2009 and prior to September 1, 2017. A non-waivable 
five percent penalty, in addition to all other penalties or interest authorized 
by law, is imposed on any liability that is eligible for amnesty, but is not 
satisfied. Liabilities that are only partially satisfied during the amnesty will 
have all interest and penalties, including the additional 5 percent amnesty 
penalty, applied to the unpaid balance. 
 
Nearly all taxpayers, including businesses not registered with New Jersey, 
can qualify for the tax amnesty program. Non-registered businesses should 
first register with the Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services before 
proceeding with the amnesty program. In addition, if a taxpayer wishes to 
use the amnesty program to satisfy a liability that has been appealed, the 
taxpayer must withdraw the appeal, waive all rights to future appeals, and 
receive written approval from the Director to participate in the program. 
Moreover, a taxpayer that is under criminal investigation for any state tax 
matter may not participate in the amnesty. Amnesty can also be denied to 
taxpayers who do not qualify for amnesty, fail to complete all the 
requirements, submit a dishonored payment, or were not granted approval 
from the Director regarding pending matters. 
 
Taxpayers with known delinquencies should have received an amnesty 
notice from the Division containing an Amnesty ID and PIN as well as 
instructions for using the Amnesty Processing Center to make payments. 
Taxpayers that do not receive an amnesty notice or are required to file 
additional returns with previously undisclosed liabilities are to file returns and 
payments through the Non-Outreached Portal. Regardless of the approach 

https://taxamnesty.nj.gov/
https://taxamnesty.nj.gov/
https://www1.state.nj.us/TYTR_BusinessFilings/jsp/Amnesty/AmnestyLogin.jsp
https://www1.state.nj.us/TYTR_BusinessFilings/jsp/Amnesty/NRSelection.jsp
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used, all payments and returns must be received by the Division by 11:59 
p.m., January 15, 2019. Any tax return submitted by mail must be 
postmarked by January 15, 2019. As a final step, taxpayers must agree to 
the Amnesty Waiver Statement, which reflects that participation in the 
program constitutes an express and absolute relinquishment of all 
administrative and judicial rights of appeal that have not run or otherwise 
expired.  
 
Please contact Jim Bartek (973-912-4590) Jim Venere (973-912-6349), 
Mike Kenny (212-872-3414) or Richard Salsano (973-912-6469 with 
questions on the New Jersey Tax Amnesty Program. 
  

  
The information contained herein is not intended to be “written advice concerning one or more 
Federal tax matters” subject to the requirements of section 10.37(a)(2) of Treasury Department 
Circular 230.  

The information contained herein is of a general nature and based on authorities that are 
subject to change. Applicability of the information to specific situations should be determined 
through consultation with your tax adviser. 
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