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Implementation Status of New Customs Classification nomenclature in Asia
The Harmonized System (HS) of tariff nomenclature is an international standardised system for the classification of products
for international trade, maintained by the World Customs Organisation. The HS nomenclature undergoes changes in the
classification of products every four to six years with the latest revision effectuated on 1 January 2017.
Companies are advised to review the HS classification of their goods to identify any potential opportunities/implications that
may arise from the new HS 2017 version. It is also important for companies to ensure that the import and export
declarations are compliant to the new HS 2017 where it is effective.
Below is an overview of the implementation of the 2017 Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (HS2017) and the Most-FavouredNation rates (MFN rates) in various countries in the Asia Pacific region:
Country

Expected Effective Date

Status (as of 3rd January 2017)

Australia

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in English.

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in both Chinese and
English.

India

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in English.

Indonesia

No official confirmation yet

No Decree issued by Ministry of Finance yet.

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in Japanese and
English.

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in Korean.

1st Jan 2017

No official notice or publication has been issued yet. Based on our
verbal discussion with customs, the order for the HS2017 is planned
to be released to the public in January (no exact date given).

New Zealand

1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in English.

Pakistan

No official confirmation yet

No official notice or publication has been issued yet.

Philippines

No official confirmation yet

Draft of the HS and the MFN rates have been published in English.

In the year of 2018

Official notice has been published on the Singapore Customs
website stating the estimated year of implementation is 2018 (no
exact month given).

No official confirmation yet

No official notice of the implementation has been issued yet,
although the draft of HS2017 and MFN rates for Taiwan have been
published.

China

Japan
Korea

Malaysia

Singapore

Taiwan

Thailand
Vietnam

Based on a verbal discussion with customs, the expected date of
publication will be released to the public in March 2017 (no exact
date given). The publication will be in Chinese, and likely in English as
well based on experience.
1st Jan 2017

HS2017 and the MFN rates have been published in Thai.

No official confirmation yet

No official notice or publication yet. Based on our understanding,
customs is still at the stage of internal discussion.
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clients and regulatory bodies alike for
specialized, independent assessments and
monitoring of global trade compliance
programs, processes and their effectiveness.
Our goal is to offer you practical and
sustainable industry solutions that your
business can relate to and apply in your
specific trade and customs issues.
Given the international nature of trade and
customs issues involving typically in two or
more countries, KPMG strongly believes in
providing an international and holistic
perspective for your business. What you do in
a country may have an impact in another. The
KPMG Asia Pacific Tax Centre is able to provide
this value proposition to you.
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