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Readers' note: Our practice has a new name! KPMG’s IES Practice 
is now known as KPMG’s Global Mobility Services (GMS) Practice. 
And our publication, formerly known as “Flash International 
Executive Alert” is now called, simply “Flash Alert” and available 
in an .html format. 

 

Flash Alerts 

France Updates on Recent Social Security Agreements 
Two French social security agreements with Brazil 
and Uruguay have recently come into effect, along 
with new agreements with Canada and 
Luxembourg. These agreements help lower 
international assignment costs by allowing 
contributions to be paid in only one country and 
alleviating the loss of benefits for those who move 
internationally.  

Ireland Registration Function to Transfer from Police to 
Immigration Authority 
New immigration procedures for obtaining 
residence permission in Ireland are to be instituted. 
Amongst other things, this reform will transfer the 
registration function for non-European Economic 
Area nationals from the police to the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service. 

Organization for 
Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development 

Model Convention Update on Termination 
Payments 
For many years, there has been little international 
agreement on severance or termination payments. 
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development has issued an update to the Model 
Tax Convention that includes new commentary on 
the cross-border tax treatment of termination 
payments in order to clarify how these payments 
should be taxed. 

Spain Significant Reforms Planned for Tax System 
A tax reform plan that includes lower income tax 
rates and changes to the taxation of savings and 
capital gains, as well as the so-called “impatriate” 
tax regime, has been submitted to Spain’s 
parliament for review and debate. Additional tax 
proposals would bring changes to the withholdings 
for directors and members of the liberal 
professions, the Nonresident Income Tax Law, and 
the exemption limit for pension contributions. 
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United Kingdom HMRC to Amend Appendix 7B Agreement 
The U.K.’s tax authority (HMRC) plans to revise the 
agreement employers can enter into for purposes 
of operating National Insurance contributions (NIC) 
on a modified basis under the Real Time 
Information (RTI) system, known as an Appendix 
7B agreement. Employers with modified 
arrangements for operating NIC should be aware of 
the new deadlines and, if they are making quarterly 
payments, make arrangements for monthly 
payments to be made going forward. By doing so, 
employers may not incur unnecessary penalty 
charges. 

United States Consular Services Fees to Change 
Effective September 12, the U.S. Department of 
State will adjust processing fees for some services. 
The fees are changing for most categories of 
immigrant visas; however, the fees for 
nonimmigrant visas will remain unchanged for the 
most part.  

Vietnam PIT Can Be Calculated from Month of Arrival in 
Vietnam 
The Vietnamese Ministry of Finance has introduced 
provisions that enable Vietnam tax residents whose 
countries have double taxation treaties with 
Vietnam to have their Personal Income Tax 
obligations calculated from the first month of arrival; 
this differs from the previous rules, which stipulated 
this calculation from January of the year of arrival. 
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