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1.   Traditional Financial Institutions challenged by digital transformation
Fintech startups pose a competitor worthy of note to legacy financial institutions 
with more economical, speedier and more efficient value propositions for 
lending, payments or investing.  How should financial institutions innovate? 
How can they work together with Fintech startups?  

2.   New Technology in Financial Services – the only way is integration
Financial institutions are increasingly relying on technology. In which manners 
should an FI access the cloud, be mindful of cybersecurity and leverage 
Blockchain?

3.   Global Village FinTech
There are many innovative products and new business models in traditional 
innovation centres such as Silicon Valley and Israel. Where does Malta fit in?  
How will Brexit impact access to Fintech talent and investment by start-ups and 
scaling businesses?

4.   Big Data deluge and AI solutions
Financial institutions are inundated with data. In which manner can data be 
managed to deliver an innovative customer experience and what role will AI 
play in finance?

5.   A Cash-less world
Digital and mobile payments as the future today.  Virtual currencies (VC).  

6.   Regulating the unregulated

Banking: How are traditional platforms being disrupted to improve transparency, 
speed, and cost? PSD2 (EU Payment Services Directive II) and open banking.  

Insurance: How is the industry value chain being disaggregated and what does 
this mean for the underwriter and the policy-holder?

Investment Management: Investment in VC by Collective Investment Vehicles, 
platforms, bureau de change, advisors.

Sandboxes for the above? 
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Juanita is a Partner at KPMG in Malta. She is highly-respected 
specialist in her field, being recognised by Expert Guides 
and ranked as a Band 1 practitioner of note by Chambers 
and Partners, where she is highly rated for her “expertise and 
drive“ and as one who “advises a raft of impressive clients on 
both direct and indirect taxation mandates. She is particularly 

noted for her work on behalf of leading multinationals”. Her work was published in 
international journals, such as the Inward Investment and International Tax Review, 
and Getting the Deal Through. Juanita is frequently invited to speak at international 
tax conferences, such as the ABA’s Annual US and Europe conference, and the STEP. 
Annual International Conference. Juanita, a lawyer, read her masters in law at the 
University of Leiden, the Netherlands, graduating summa cum laude.  She serves 
on the Council of the IFSP and chairs the IFSP’s Tax Committee. She also advises 
Government on legislation, in particular in EU-related matters. 

Blitz dorel

Dorel is head of Fintech, KPMG Israel, managing the Fintech 
practice and also a member of KPMG Fintech GSI. In this role Dorel 
is in charge of FIS Advisory Services around Digital, Transformation 
& Fintech. His role also includes managing Business Development 
& Implementations of Fintech companies in local & global FIS and 
Investments (with KPMG Capital). Prior to joining KPMG, Dorel 

worked as an Innovation Manager with Bank Leumi, one of Israel’s longest standing 
and largest banks

Bannister Joe V.

Joe V. Bannister is Chairman of the Malta Financial Services 
Authority, a position he has held since 1999. He also held the 
post of Chairman of its predecessor the Malta Financial Services 
Centre between 1995 and 1997. From 1990 to 1994 he was 
Chairman of the Malta’s inward investment authority (Malta 
Development Corporation). After graduating in science from 

the Universities of Malta and Oxford (UK), he held positions at both Universities and 
at the Cranfield Institute of Technology (UK), and was Pro-Rector at the University of 
Malta from 2002 to 2006.  He has served as Chairman of Tri-Med Fund Management 
Limited and Mid-Med Bank Overseas Limited (both subsidiaries of Mid-Med Bank 
Ltd).

Bowen amelia

Amelia joined KPMG’s FinTech practice in February 2017. Amelia 
has spent her career working in a variety of roles including, 
client strategy and project management, focused on design 
and implementation of strategic, digital projects. As part of 
the FinTech team, Amelia develops strong relationships with 
FinTech companies across sectors and segments –inc.RegTech, 

InsurTech, payments, lending. This experience is three fold: Ensuring startups are 
provided with professional services support as they scale; -Increasing KPMG’s insight 
in to market trends; -Assessing technology solutions for our financial institution 
clients.

BugeJa diane

Diane is a Senior Associate in the Corporate Finance Practice 
Group at Camilleri Preziosi and joined the firm in 2016. She 
practices primarily in financial services law, financial regulation 
and anti-money laundering regulation, providing advice to 
local and overseas clients on the impact of the current and 
forthcoming regulatory regime on their business models. 

Diane also advises clients on the regulatory aspects of a wide range of transactions, 
including licensing-related matters, capital markets initiatives and on-going liaison 
with regulatory authorities more broadly. Diane is also a Visiting Lecturer in the 
Insurance Department at the University of Malta, where she lectures on regulatory 
and compliance matters.

camilleri simona

Dr Simona Camilleri spent 6 years as UK counsel for Scientific 
Games based in the London office, and another 5 years as Head 
of Legal for the Betclic Everest Group between London and 
Malta before becoming greatly interested in the revolutionary 
opportunities to the gaming, financial and other services 
industries which Bitcoin, digital or cryptocurrencies, and 
underlying Blockchain technology could offer.  She has been 

head of legal at Cubits, a leading cryptocurrency payment provider for the past 18 
months during which time she has studied legal and regulatory implications with 
a number of leading experts in the field worldwide whilst seeking to develop the 
business of Cubits within existing legal frameworks and establishing best practice. 
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erwin thomas

Being responsible for KPMG’s global business around Data 
& Analytics, Thomas helps clients around the world to turn 
their Data into Insights into Value. One of his current areas of 
focus is the automation of knowledge work by combining 
Data & Analytics approaches with technology for Intelligent 
Automation.

galea-lauri hilary

Hilary is a partner within KPMG’s audit department, managing 
a portfolio of local and international clients. He is the firm’s lead 
technical partner on International Financial Reporting Standards 
(IFRS) and the KPMG audit methodology. He is a member of the 
firm’s Executive Management Committee and heads the firm’s 
Professional Practice Committee. Hilary is a lead partner on a 

number of audit engagements relating to a diverse client base. Outside the Firm, he 
chairs the Accounting Technical Committee of the Malta Institute of Accountants.

de Vries dennis

Dennis is the country lead for Digital Ledger Services in the 
Netherlands, and has an extensive background in banking and 
auditing. He has authored and contributed to a number of KPMG 
publications on Blockchain, and performed the first research on 
this subject for ING Bank’s Executive Board in 2014. Dennis has 
been a host and a speaker at a variety of conferences across the 

globe, bringing his Blockchain expertise to South Africa, Torino, Amsterdam and 
Brussels. He has served as business manager to the Global Head of ING’s Leasing 
& Factoring division and is currently group external auditor for one of the largest 
leasing companies in Europe.

casapinta chris 

Chris joined Alter Domus in July 2010 to set up the Alter Domus 
Offices in Malta. Before joining Alter Domus, Chris was a senior 
manager at PwC. He spent a significant part of his career within 
the Luxembourg office where he was responsible for managing 
assignments in the fund industry and large multinationals. 
Chris is also director on a number of asset management firms 

in mainly venture capital, private equity and the real estate industries. Chris is a 
certified public accountant and auditor and is a member of the Malta Institute of 
Accountants.

curmi mark

Mark is an Associate Director and Banking Industry specialist at 
KPMG in Malta. Mark joined KPMG in 2014, to drive the Banking 
Service offering across Audit, Tax and Advisory within the firm.  
His role within the firm for banking projects has seen him at the 
forefront of some major engagements, including advice with 
disposals and acquisitions of Banks and Financial Institutions as 

well as licencing of new Credit and Financial Institutions.  Before joining KPMG he 
worked with HSBC Bank for over eight years in the field of Commercial and Corporate 
banking at both a local and international level. He is a former European Manager with 
HSBC Bank. He also represents the local practice at KPMG’s ECB Office in Frankfurt.

deBono kristy

Kristy Debono is an economist and a Nationalist Member 
of Parliament.  She contested the General election for the 
first time in 2013 when she got elected successfully and was 
appointed Opposition Spokesperson of Economic Growth and 
Competitiveness.  During her first legislature she then served as 
Opposition Spokesperson for Financial Services, IT and Gaming.  
She is the Shadow Minister for Financial Services, IT and Gaming 

and was reappointed member in the Public Accounts Committee and the Economic 
and Financial Affairs Committee.
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gatt gege

Dr. Gege Gatt is a digital entrepreneur, an IT-Law specialist and an 
experienced Director serving on a number of company boards. 
He focuses on digital transformation and strategy. He is a Director 
at ICON: a software development company serving markets in 
central and northern Europe. Gege is the Vice President of the 
Malta IT law Association which promotes awareness of IT law 
issues including privacy and cybersecurity. MITLA is active in 

a number of EU-funded projects which seek to review IT law standards. Gege is a 
lecturer and specialist examiner at the University of Malta. He is a regular contributor 
to IT publications and academic papers, and a frequent speaker at business and 
technology conferences. He has co-authored a book on digital media and 6 papers 
on digital marketing.

gauci ian

Dr Ian Gauci is engaged primarily in technology law, Fintech, 
Regtech, electronic communications, information society, data 
protection and gaming/gambling, whilst also focusing on 
consumer law, competition law, broadcasting law, cyber law, 
e-commerce, m-commerce, e-health, e-payment, information 
technology, unfair commercial practices and misleading 
advertising. Dr Gauci also provides consultancy on legal matters 

related to Blockchain technology, smart contracts, crypto-currencies and ICO/ITO. 
He has assisted the Maltese Government on issues dealing E-Trust certification, the 
MCA on its Ecommerce strategy as well as the MGA. He is also currently one of the 
strategic advisors appointed by Government on the National Blockchain Strategy 
Taskforce. 

giannino antonio

Antonio Giannino is Amagis Capital’s Chief Risk and Compliance 
Officer, and he supervises all the risk management procedures 
including the development of proprietary UCITS and AIF risk 
management software. Amagis Capital was founded in 2013 by 
a senior team of managing partners, namely Andrea Angelone 
(former Global Head of Equity Finance & Equity Treasury at JP 
Morgan), Simone Russo and Guido Miani. Prior to joining Amagis, 

Antonio was teaching in Bocconi University in Milan in several Mathematics and 
Economics classes, including Financial Mathematics and Financial Macroeconomics.

holden daniel

Daniel is a Group Finance Director with extensive experience, 
responsible for financial and commercial aspects of the UC Group 
in addition to serving as CFO of Cognosec AB, listed on Nasdaq 
First North. Qualified as a Barrister (non-practicing), Daniel has 
held senior positions at Deloitte and Capita, and has a successful 
track record of implementing change and driving cost savings 
on a multinational stage. Apart from his management and legal 

experience, Daniel has also been actively involved in the IT sector.

kaBlan aBdalla

Dr. Abdalla Kablan is a serial entrepreneur, and Fintech expert. 
He specialises in the use of artificial intelligence and machine 
learning in the design of complex financial systems. He is the 
CEO of amico.ai and founder of Hippo Data, a Fintech and AI 
startup which was selected in 2016 to be a part of Microsoft 
Ventures, UK. Hippo Data’s VR platform was also featured at the 

World Economic Forum 2017 in Davos. Furthermore, he is the founder of Scheduit, an 
intelligent business oriented matchmaking and professional networking platform. 
During his PhD studies Dr Kablan researched the cryptographic block algorithms 
behind bitcoin (now known as Blockchain) since its early days and is currently still 
active in that area.
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kirkBy roBert

Robert has been involved in a number of digital projects from 
two different angles: Buy and sell side diligence and Business 
initiated health checks, reviews, and strategy. He has been 
involved with a number of Financial Services and non-Financial 
Services clients.  In addition he has advised on cyber matters 
relating to strategic assets.  Prior to KPMG, Rob spent more 
than 3 years with Jersey Finance Limited (JFL) as the Technical 

Director (Deputy CEO) responsible for the Island’s legal and regulatory development 
and overseas representation.  During his time as Technical Director he played a 
pivotal role in the development of the Islands legal and regulatory framework.

schemBri silVio

Hon. Silvio Schembri graduated with Honours and a Master in 
Economics at the University of Malta where he is today a visiting 
lecturer in economics and finance.  During the 2013-2017 
labour government Hon. Schembri was appointed by the Prime 
Minister to serve as the Chairperson for the Economic and 
Financial Affairs Parliamentary Committee, entrusted to lead 
critical discussions on the financial development of the Maltese 

economy. Prior to becoming a Member of Parliament, Hon. Schembri worked as 
an EU Fund Manager with the GAL Xlokk Foundation, advising private and public 
institutions including local councils within the southeastern Maltese territory, to 
access EU funding for capital and social projects aimed at helping further economic 
and cultural development. 

mizzi adrian

Adrian is an Associate Director in the KPMG Malta practice and is 
a member of the IT Advisory covering Risk Consulting as well as 
Management Consulting services. He is a seasoned professional 
who has worked extensively in the strategy formulation 
and management of information technology. Adrian has 
over 20 years’ experience working in various Information 

Technology functions covering the entire spectrum of the systems development 
lifecycle, IT project management, IT strategy, IT service management, selection and 
implementation of IT solutions, process reengineering, business intelligence and 
data-warehousing, IT risk management and change management.

mifsud russell

Russell is a Senior Manager at KPMG who specialises in the 
iGaming industry and Digital space for the firm in Malta. Russell 
provides insight on the industry externalities and commercial 
strategy for KPMG and our clientele across the board. Russell 
also forms part of a core group of professionals that specialise 
in gaming within the KPMG network globally, he sits on the 
board of the MRGC and Silicon Valletta. He works closely with the 

KPMG Audit, Tax & Advisory teams locally and internationally in order to assist with 
identifying risks and opportunities, with a view to add insight and opportunities to 
clientele across the network. 

kaye chris

Chris has spent most of his career advising insurers, most recently 
as a Partner and Managing Director for The Boston Consulting 
Group. As head of BCG’s Insurance Practice for Asia, he grew the 
business to $50 million in revenues, and supported the launch of 
numerous innovative digital insurance businesses. Chris became 
increasingly frustrated by his clients’ failure to move into the 21st 
century, and so decided to put his money where his mouth was 

and launch Sherpa with the ambition to reinvent insurance from the ground up.

scicluna edward

Hon. Professor Edward Scicluna is a Member of Parliament 
and Malta’s Minister for Finance. During 2013, Prof. Scicluna 
assumed the chairmanship of the EIB Board of Governors, 
and vice-chairmanship of the EBRD. Prior to March 2013 he 
served as a member of the European Parliament (MEP), in 
the capacity of Vice-Chair of the ECON, and a member of the 
ESAC. Previous appointments include that of Professor and 

Head of the Department of Economics at the University of Malta, Chairman of the 
Malta Financial Services Authority, Chairman of the Malta Council of Economic and 
Social Development, Board Director of the Central Bank of Malta, and Electoral 
Commissioner. 
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singh sanJiV

A member of KPMG’s Management Consulting Practice based 
out of New York Office. He has more than 20 years of diverse 
experience in the financial services industry working at various 
global banks and Advisory firms. Professional and industry 
experience extend to and cover Blockchain, Operating Model 
Transformation (for Front office, Middle/Back Office, Finance, Risk 

Management, and Compliance). Regulatory Implementation and Risk Assessment 
(Analysis of Dodd-Frank Act, SEC Rules, CFTC Rules, EMIR, other regulations)

zarB steVe

Steve has spent over 30 years working in the banking industry 
and held a number of front office and support function roles 
working mainly in HSBC’s Operations function as well as in 
branches. His current role involves the management of the 
GLCM team that drives the commercial aspect of payments 
and cash management for CMBl customers as well as front line 

support to these customers. Steve has extensive experience in the delivery and 
execution of organisation wide change programmes as well as other disciplines 
such as business process reengineering, quality management and cost management 
implementation. He is a member of the HSBC Group Aspiring Chief 

shearsBy matthew

Matt Shearsby is the delivery team lead for Microsoft Dynamics 
AX/365 for Operations for KPMG Crimsonwing and has held the 
role of technical lead in his former employment. For customer 
delivery, he has taken on the role of Solution Architect on a 
number of large- scale and successful projects across a wide 
range of industries. He has experience of delivering across the 

breadth of ERP function including Finance, HR Procurement, Manufacturing, Project 
Management and accounting, retail and public sector.

shimmin James

James joined KPMG in Q2 2017 and has thirty years’ experience in 
Compliance, Risk and Data management in the financial services 
industry on the Isle of Man, Cayman Islands, UK and Malta. He 
is a Fellow of the International Compliance Association, Fellow, 
co-founder and Financial Director of the Alliance of Isle of Man 
Compliance Professionals and a member of the local branch of 

Chartered Institute for Securities and Investments. James has first-hand experience 
of use of “FinTech” to provide common sense and practical ‘risk based’ resolutions to 
the ongoing regulatory challenges to create time and cost efficient Compliance and 
Risk cultures. 

tsaVdaris harry

Digital Architect within Microsoft’s Digital Advisory Services 
in Central Eastern Europe. Extensive experience in the whole 
spectrum of government IT systems (education, justice, 
government project portfolio management). Subject Matter 
Expert on taxation, customs, public finance management, 
government data centers consolidation, transformation and 

operation, government interoperability frameworks. Prior to joining Microsoft, 
worked as the Secretary General for Information Systems in the Greek Ministry of 
Finance.

stockhausen Jan

Jan Stockhausen is a qualified German attorney (Rechtsanwalt) 
and registered as a foreign lawyer practising in Malta. After 
studying law at the University of Giessen (Germany) and at the 
London School of Economics, he obtained his bar qualification 
while working for a magic circle firm. Jan gained in-depth 
experience in the international financial services industry 

working for global financial institutions, banks and law firms in various jurisdictions in 
Europe, Latin America and Asia. Jan is fluent in German, English, Spanish, French and 
Portuguese and is an active member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners 
and of the Düsseldorf Bar.
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