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Law 4529/2018 (GG A’ 56/23.03.2018) on the incorporation in 
Greek legislation of Directive 2014/104/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 26 November 2014 on certain 
rules governing actions for damages under national law for 
infringements of the competition law provisions of the Member 
States and of the European Union. 
 

 

We briefly outline the main provisions of Law 4529/2018, 
which incorporates the antitrust damages directive 
(Directive 2014/104/EU) in Greece. 

— Damages Actions: Any person that has suffered 

harm as a result of a competition law infringement is 
entitled to full compensation, covering actual loss, loss 
of profit, plus payment of interest. An action for 
damages may be brought about either by following the 
adoption of an infringement decision by a competition 
authority, or as a stand-alone action. 

— Disclosure of Evidence: Upon request by any of the 

parties, the court, on the basis of the principle of 
proportionality, may order the opponent or any third 
party to disclose relevant evidence which lies in their 
control. A fine ranging between EUR 50 000 and 
EUR 100 000 shall be imposed on any party that fails, 
without reasonable justification, to comply with the 
court’s disclosure order. Where the liable party is 
either the claimant or the defendant, failure to comply 
shall be perceived as an admission of the requesting 
party’s respective claims.      

— Limitation Period: The limitation period for actions of 

damages suffered as a result of competition law 
infringements, is 5 years from the point when the 
claimant knows or can reasonably be expected to 
know of the behavior, the harm caused and the 
identity of the infringer. In any event, the limitation 
period is 20 years after the infringement ceased.  

— Liability for Joint Unlawful Conduct: In case of 
unlawful collusive agreements or abuse of collective 

dominance, the infringers are jointly and severally 
liable for the harm caused by the infringement. The 
limitation period for the recovery of contribution from 
co-infringers is five years.   

— Passing-on of the Overcharge: The right to 

compensation extends not only to the physical or legal 
persons who acquired the products at issue directly 
from the infringer, but also to indirect purchasers, 
namely physical and legal persons active at 
subsequent stages of the supply chain who acquired 
the products from the infringer’s direct purchasers, to 
the extent that the overcharge has been passed on to 
them. Accordingly, the defendant may argue that the 
claimant has passed on the whole or part of the 
unlawful overcharge to its own purchasers. 

— Damages Actions and Leniency Programs: 

Law 4529/2018 provides for the special treatment of 
infringing undertakings which have applied for 
leniency (or have already benefited from a leniency 
program) with regard to a number of issues. This 
includes the prohibition on courts to not order at any 
time the disclosure of leniency statements, settlement 
submissions, as well as any documents containing 
verbatim extracts from these. Similarly, an infringing 
undertaking which has been granted immunity from 
fines under a leniency program is jointly and severally 
liable only towards its own direct or indirect 
purchasers or suppliers; towards the other injured 
parties, it is jointly and severally liable only to the 
extent that these injured parties may not obtain full 
compensation from the remaining infringing 
undertakings. 



— A special chamber is formed within the Athens Court 
of First Instance, entrusted with judging antitrust 
damages actions, the territorial jurisdiction of which 
covers the country as a whole. Similarly, appeals from 
the Court of First Instance will be heard before a 
respective special chamber formed within the Athens 
Court of Appeals. 

Our comments  

— Competition law damages actions complement public 
antitrust enforcement, enhances the deterrent effect of 
the relevant legislation, and strengthens a competition 
culture among companies and consumers in Europe. 

— In line with Directive 2014/104/EU, Law 4529/2018 
attempts to strike a balance between the need to 
enhance the use of antitrust damages actions, on the 
one hand, and the preservation of the effectiveness of 
the leniency program, which is of major importance for 
public competition law enforcement, on the other. The 
leniency program benefits undertakings which 
cooperate with the Competition Commission for the 
discovery of unlawful agreements and practices. Such 
benefit may take the form of full immunity from or 
partial reduction of fines.  

— It should be recalled that, according to the CJEU’s 
decision in Kone (Case C-557/12), any party that has 
suffered harm as a result of a competition law 
infringement may obtain compensation even if it had 
no contractual links with the colluding undertakings 
(cartelists), but rather with a third undertaking which 
did not participate in the unlawful arrangement. In this 
case, the claimant must establish that the third party’s 
pricing policy was the result of the distortion of price 
formation mechanisms caused by the cartel (“umbrella 
pricing”). 
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This Newsletter aims to provide the reader with general 
information on the above-mentioned matters.  No action 
should be taken without first obtaining professional advice 
specifically relating to the factual circumstances of each 
case. 
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